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Pre-Conference  Report 


Report  of  the 
Committee  of  Reference 

and  Counsel 


TO  THE  FOREIGN  MISSIONS 
CONFERENCE  FOR  1917 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  REFER¬ 
ENCE  AND  COUNSEL.  1916-17 


At  the  Foreign  Missions  Conference  held  at  Garden  City 
in  January,  1916,  the  Constitution  of  the  Conference  was  re¬ 
vised  and  the  following  action  was  taken  with  reference  to 
the  Committee  of  Reference  and  Counsel: 

The  Committee  of  Reference  and  Counsel  shall  also  act  for  the  Con¬ 
ference  ad  interim  in  all  matters  calling  for  executive  action,  in  so 
far  as  definite  authority  and  power  may  not  have  been  committed  to 
other  regular  or  special  committees.  The  Committee  of  Reference 
and  Counsel  shall  have  the  right  to  appoint  as  members  of  any  of  its 
sub-committees,  co-operating  members  chosen  from  the  Conference 
or  from  the  Boards  composing  the  Conference  or  their  constituencies, 
but  such  co-operating  members  shall  not  thereby  become  members  of 
the  Committee  of  Reference  and  Counsel. 

For  the  sake  of  efficiency  and  convenience  in  the  administration  of 
its  work,  the  Committee  of  Reference  and  Counsel  may  appoint  sub¬ 
committees  and  delegate  work  to  them  along  the  following  main  lines : 

( a )  Foreign  Affairs:  including  negotations  with  governments,  con¬ 
sideration  of  questions  arising  on  the  mission  field  between  the  mis¬ 
sions  of  different  Boards,  as  they  may  be  referred  to  it,  proposals  and 
suggestions  in  regard  to  unoccupied  fields  and  original  action  in  cases 
requiring  immediate  attention  and  not  involving  questions  of  policy  re¬ 
garding  which  there  might  be  essential  differences  of  opinion. 

(b)  Home  Base:  including  questions  relating  to  the  cultivation  of 
the  home  churches  and  the  relations  of  Mission  Boards  represented  in 
the  Conference  to  interdenominational  agencies,  in  so  far  as  these 
agencies  concern  the  home  base. 

(c)  Finance:  including  the  preparation  of  an  annual  budget  to  be 
submitted  to  the  Conference,  the  general  oversight  of  the  funds  of  the 
Conference,  and  all  necessary  co-operation  with  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Conference  in  the  securing  and  disbursing  of  funds. 

( d )  Arrangements:  including  making  the  arrangements  for  the  an¬ 
nual  meeting  of  the  Conference. 

ddie  undersigned,  appointed  at  Garden  City  as  members  of 
that  Committee,  held  a  brief  session  on  January  14th  and  ap¬ 
pointed  a  committee  of  five  members  on  organization  and 
nomination  to  study  the  problem  of  the  sub-committees,  whose 
work  had  been  combined,  and  to  report  a  plan  of  organization 
together  with  nominations  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Commit- 
tee  of  Reference  and  Counsel.  The  committee  consisted  of 
Mott,  Brown,  de  Schweinitz,  Haggard  and  Watson. 

Second  Meeting.  At  the  meeting  of  the  Committee  held 
at  25  Madison  Avenue,  on  March  23d,  the  following  officers 
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were  elected  upon  the  nomination  of  the  Committee  named  in 
January : 

Chairman,  James  L.  Barton. 

Vice-Chairman,  William  I.  Chamberlain. 

Secretary,  Charles  R.  Watson. 

Assistant  Secretary,  George  Heber  Jones. 

Treasurer,  Alfred  E.  Marling. 

The  following  nine  Standing  Sub-Committees  and  four 
Special  Sub-Committees  were  appointed  under  nomination  of 
this  same  Committee.  These  sub-committees  were  made  up 
as  follows : 


Standing  Sub-Committees 

(1)  COMMITTEE  ON  EMERGENCIES  AND  REFERENCE 

Barton,  James  L.  Chairman. 

Endicott,  James,  Vice  Chairman 
Jones,  George  Heber,  Secretary. 

Watson,  Charles  R. 

>  Brown,  Arthur  J. 

Chamberlain,  W.  I. 

Mott,  John  R. 

Lloyd,  Arthur  S. 

Peabody,  Mrs.  Henry  W 
Goucher,  John  F. 

Bartholomew,  Allen  R. 

De  Schweinitz,  Paul 

(2)  COMMITTEE  ON  MISSIONS  AND  GOVERNMENTS 

Brown,  Arthur  ].,  Chairman.  Coopted 

Gandier,  Alfred,  Vice  Chairman.  North,  Frank  Mason 

Llovd,  Arthur  S.  Niebel,  B.  H. 

Wolf,  L.  B. 

Pepper,  George  Wharton.  Advisory  Committee 

The  members  of  the  old  Ad¬ 
visory  Committee. 


(3)  COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE  AND 

Mott,  John  R.  Chairman 
Wood,  James 
Halsey,  A.  Woodruff 
Patton,  Cornelius  H. 
Endicott,  James 
Wolf,  L.  B. 

Marling,  Alfred  E. 


HEADQUARTERS 

Coopted 

McCulloch,  W.  P. 

Cooperating  Committee  on  Mis 
sionary  Research  Library 
Halsey,  A.  W.,  Chairman 
Mott,  John  R. 

Coopted 

D.  J.  Flemming 

E.  D.  Soper 
H.  P.  Beach 
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(4)  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  CULTIVATION  OF  THE  HOME  CHURCH 

Patton,  Cornelius  H.,  Chairman  Coopted 
Gandier,  Alfred,  Vice  Chairman  Taylor,  S.  Earl 


Haggard,  F.  P. 

Halsey,  A.  Woodruff 
Oldham,  W.  F. 

Love,  J.  F. 

Corey,  S.  J. 

Smith,  Egbert  W. 
Johnson,  George 
Atwater,  Mrs.  Anna  R. 
Cook,  Ed  F. 


Millar,  W.  B. 
Hicks,  H.  W. 
Drach,  George 
Armstrong,  A.  E. 
Lampe,  W.  E. 
Burleson,  Hugh  L. 
Miller,  E.  W. 


(.5)  COMMITTEE  .ON  INTERDENOMINATIONAL  AND  UNDENOMINATIONAL 
AGENCIES 

Franklin,  James  H.  Chairman  Coopted 

Patton,  Cornelius  H.  Hadley,  Ross  A. 

De  Schweinitz,  Paul 
Halsey,  A.  Woodruff 
Goucher,  John  F. 


(6)  COMMITTEE  ON  PRINCIPLES  AND  METHODS  OF  ADMINISTRATION 

Watson,  Charles  R.,  Chairman  Coopted 
Oldham,  W.  F.  Speer,  Robert  E. 

Cook  Ed  F.  Brockman,  Fletcher  S. 

Chamberlain,  W.  I.  Day,  Dwight  H. 

Frost,  H.  W. 
Montgomery,  Mrs. 


(7)  COMMITTEE  ON  RELATIONS  TO  SIMILAR  BODIES 

De  Schweinitz,  Paul,  Chairman 
Peabody,  Mrs.  Henry  W. 

Mott,  John  R. 

Barton,  James  L.,  ex  officio. 


(8)  COMMITTEE  ON  STATISTICS 

Haggard,  Fred  P.,  Chairman  Coopted 
Watson,  Charles  Fahs,  Charles  H. 

Hicks,  Harry  Wade 


(9)  COMMITTEE  ON  ARRANGEMENTS 

Chamberlain,  W.  I.,  Chairman 
Halsey,  A.  Woodruff 
Gould,  S. 


Coopted 
Turner,  F.  P. 

Hodge,  Miss  Margaret  E. 
Lambuth,  Walter  R., 


€X 

Grant,  W.  H. 

*  ex 

Jones,  George  Heber, 

ex 


officio 
officio 
o  fficio 


Special  Sub-Committees 

(1)  COMMITTEE  ON  TITLES  AND  INCORPORATION 

Wood,  James,  Chairman 
Pepper,  George  W. 
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(2)  COMMITTEE  ON  EDITING  THE  REPORT 

Barton,  James  L.,  Chairman 


Coopted 

Turner,  F.  P. 

Jones,  George  Heber 


Calder,  Helen  B. 


(3)  COMMITTEE  ON  CABLE  CODE 

Watson,  Charles  R.,  Chairman 
Franklin,  James  H. 


Coopted 

Day,  Dwight  H. 
Clarke,  F.  J. 
Niebel,  B.  H. 


(4)  COMMITTEE  ON  MEDICAL  MISSIONS 

Gould,  S.,  Chairman. 

Haggard,  Fred  P. 

Peabody,  Mrs.  Henry  W. 


Coopted 

Bovaird,  David,  Jr. 
Speer,  Robert  E. 

North,  Frank  Mason 
Smith,  Edward  Lincoln 
Haven,  Mrs.  W.  I. 


Third  Meeting.  The  third  meeting  of  the  Committee  was 
held  at  25  Madison  Avenue  on  June  29th  at  two  o’clock  in  the 
afternoon.  The  various  Sub-Committees  held  sessions  in  the 
morning  where  subjects  in  their  hands  were  discussed  and 
the  findings  of  each  Sub-Committee  was  presented  in  writing 
to  the  meeting  of  the  full  committee  in  the  afternoon.  This 
plan  was  decided  upon  as  best  calculated  to  secure  a  thorough 
and  careful  consideration  of  every  topic  brought  before  the 
Committee.  Since  the  Committee  has  been  enlarged  to  include 
thirty  members,  it  would  be  manifestly  impossible  to  consider 
all  of  the  questions  which  naturally  come  up  for  consideration 
during  the  year  in  full  Committee.  In  the  afternoon  the  Sub- 
Committees  reported  through  their  chairmen  or  secretaries,  their 
findings  which,  after  consideration  by  the  full  Committee,  were 
either  adopted,  rejected  or  amended.  After  each  Sub- 
Committee’s  action  had  been  adopted  by  the  full  Committee, 
it  became  the  action  of  the  Committee  itself.  Among  the  votes 
at  the  June  meeting  which  may  be  of  general  interest  are  the 
following : 

1.  Under  recommendation  from  the  Sub-Committee  on 
Emergencies  and  Reference  provision  was  made  for  securing 
the  judgment  of  the  members  of  the  Sub-Committee  by  cor¬ 
respondence  ad  interim ,  but  if  any  member  of  the  Sub-Com¬ 
mittee  feells  that  the  matter  is  of  too  great  importance  to  be 
settled  by  correspondence,  a  special  meeting  shall  be  called 
or  action  on  the  question  involved  shall  be  postponed  until 
the  next  regular  meeting  of  the  Sub-Committee. 

2.  That  the  Sub-Committee  shall  take  under  consideration 
all  matters  referred  to  it  and  report  its  findings  back  to  the 
General  Committee. 


6 


That  of  matters  of  special  emergencies  the  Sub-Committee 
may  take  action  previous  to  the  meeting  of  the  Committee. 

3.  That  in  the  case  of  vacancies  in  the  various  Sub-Com¬ 
mittees,  the  Sub-Committee  affected  may  nominate  to  the  full 
Committee,  which  allone  has  power  to  fill  vacancies. 

4.  The  Committee  of  Reference  and  Counsel  having  been 
repeatedly  requested  to  endorse  causes  and  enterprises,  the 
opinion  is  here  formally  expressed  that  the  Committee  has  no 
authorization  to  give  endorsement  to  any  cause  or  enterprise. 

Under  recommendation  of  the  Sub-Committee  on  the  Culti¬ 
vation  of  the  Home  Church, 

Endorsement  was  given  to  the  plan  for  special  cultiva¬ 
tion  of  pastors  along  missionary  lines  involving  the  prepara¬ 
tion  and  publication  of  special  literature  designed  only  for 
the  use  of  pastors. 

In  order  to  define  more  clearly  the  functions  of  the 
Sub-Committee,  it  was  voted  that  the  Sub-Committee  on  the 
Cultivation  of  the  Home  Church  should  deal  with  interdenomi¬ 
national  and  undenominational  agencies  in  so  far  as  problems 
and  questions  might  arise  at  the  home  base,  but  that  the  Sub- 
Committee  on  Interdenominational  and  Undenominational 
Agencies  should  deal  with  the  activities  of  these  agencies  on 
the  foreign  field. 

Action  was  taken  upon  the  subject  of  exporting  intoxicants 
to  Africa,  and  upon  the  practice  of  pharmacy  in  United  States 
Consular  Districts  in  China.  (See  Missions  and  Governments.) 

George  T.  Scott  was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused 
by  Dr.  Haggard’s  absence  from  the  country  in  the  list  of  mem¬ 
bers  appointed  on  the  Committee  of  Twenty-eight. 

Conference  Reports 

The  Sub-Committee  on  Editing  the  Report  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence  recommended  that  the  Report  of  1894  be  reprinted,  which 
recommendation  was  endorsed  by  the  full  Committee.  By  re¬ 
printing  this  report,  the  Committee  will  be  able  to  publish  fifty 
and  probably  one  hundred  complete  sets  of  the  Reports  of  the 
Conference  from  the  beginning  until  the  present  time.  It  was 
found  that  these  reports  are  becoming  increasingly  valuable, 
and  special  endeavor  has  been  made  to  gather  in  superfluous 
copies  held  by  various  boards  in  order  to  make  at  least  one 
hundred  complete  sets.  These  reports  present  the  fullest  and 
most  complete  discussion  by  the  highest  missionary  authorities 
in  America  of  the  missionary  problems  which  have  confronted 
the  boards  since  the  organization  of  the  Conference.  Full  sets 
of  the  reports,  bound  in  five  volumes,  can  be  furnished  the 
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missionary  boards  for  $5.00  and  transportation  charges,  so 
long  as  they  last. 

Fourth  Meeting.  The  fourth  meeting  of  the  Committee 
was  held  September  20th.  Among  the  various  topics  consid¬ 
ered  was  a  letter  received  from  Charles  S.  Macfarland,  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Federal  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in 
America,  and  from  Robert  E.  Speer,  Chairman  of  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Federal  Council,  asking 
consideration  of  the  possibility  of  combining  the  Federal 
Council's  Commission  with  the  Committee  of  Reference  and 
Counsel.  After  extended  discussion,  the  Committee,  while 
expressing  appreciation  of  the  situation  and  the  difficulties  of 
the  existence  of  the  two  commissions  on  foreign  missions, 
one  of  the  Federal  Council  and  one  of  the  Foreign  Missions 
Conference,  nevertheless  felt  itself  unable  to  assume  any 
organic  relationship  with  the  Federal  Council  of  Churches, 
since  the  Committee  of  Reference  and  Council  is  purely  a  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Foreign  Missions  Conference  which  represents 
the  Foreign  Mission  Boards  of  North  America,  while  the  Fed¬ 
eral  Council  is  an  organization  of  the  churches  and  is  account¬ 
able  only  to  the  churches. 

The  attention  of  the  Committee  was  called  to  the  difficulties 
in  some  mission  lands  under  the  British  flag,  especially  in 
South  Africa,  of  securing  permission  for  an  American  medi¬ 
cal  missionary  sent  to  that  country  to  practice  his  profession. 
The  Committee  on  Missions  and  Governments  was  requested 
to  take  up  the  subject  to  ascertain  if  some  arrangements  can¬ 
not  be  made  by  which  the  local  Government  will  recognize  cer¬ 
tain  outstanding  institutions  of  medical  instruction  in  the 
United  States  in  order  that  persons  holding  diplomas  from 
such  institutions  may  be  granted  the  same  privileges  attached 
to  those  holding  similar  diplomas  from  institutions  in  the 
British  Dominion. 

Extended  consideration  was  given  to  the  subject  of  the  new 
difficulties  that  have  arisen  over  the  entrance  into  British  India 
of  American  missionaries  other  than  British  subjects.  The 
matter  had  already  been  taken  up  by  the  Committee  on  Emer¬ 
gencies  and  Reference. 

Approval  was  given  to  the  Committee  on  Medical  Missions 
to  proceed  with  its  special  investigation. 

There  have  appeared  before  the  Committee  during  the  year, 
Bishop  Roots,  Chairman  of  the  China  Continuation  Committee, 
and  Mr.  Julien  Arnold,  Commercial  Attache  of  the  American 
Legation  in  Peking.  Dr.  John  L.  Dearing,  representing  the 
Japan  Continuation  Committee,  was  to  meet  the  Committee 
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on  December  7th,  but  sickness  prevented.  It  is  the  purpose 
of  this  Committee  to  maintain  the  closest  possible  relations 
with  all  of  the  National  Committees  in  the  interest  of  success¬ 
ful  co-operation. 

Fifth  Meeting.  The  fifth  meeting  of  the  Committee  was 
held  December  7th,  at  two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  and  eight 
o’clock  in  the  evening. 

Committee  on  Co-operation  in  Latin  America 

A  communication  from  Robert  E.  Speer,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Co-operation  in  Latin  America  was  presented 
by  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee.  In  this  communciation 
request  is  made  for  recognition  as  a  committee  acting  con¬ 
jointly  with  the  Home  Missions  Council  and  the  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sions  Conference.  This  communication  called  attention  to  the 
following  facts : 

“This  Committee  is  different  from  the  Edinburgh  Continuation  Com¬ 
mittee  in  that  it  is  made  up  of  representatives  of  the  Boards,  and  in 
the  main  these  representatives  have  been  chosen  officially  by  the  Boards, 
although  in  many  cases  the  Secretaries  of  the  Boards  are  acting  simply 
in  the  due  course  of  their  secretarial  duties.  A  further  distinguishing 
feature  of  the  Committee  is  the  fact  that  it  is  made  up  of  representa¬ 
tives  of  both  Home  and  Foreign  Boards,  as  both  sets  of  Boards  are 
at  work  in  the  Latin  American  field.  This  has  been  one  of  the  most 
delightful  features  of  the  constitution  and  work  of  the  Committee, 
as  it  was  of  the  Panama  Congress. 

“The  question  has  naturally  arisen  as  to  what  relations  this  Com¬ 
mittee  should  sustain  to  the  Foreign  Missions  Conference  and  the 
Home  Missions  Council.  It  is  an  independent  committee,  responsible 
only  and  directly  to  the  Boards  which  are  at  work  in  Latin  America.' 
Yet  it  would  seem  that  it  should  have  some  relationship  to  the  two 
bodies  which  consider  annually  the  whole  Home  and  Foreign  Mission 
work  of  the  churches.  Would  it  not  be  well  for  the  Committee  to  be 
listed  by  each  of  these  bodies  as  a  recognized  special  committee  of 
the  Boards  established  by  the  Boards  in  the  interest  of  their  Latin 
American  work  with  the  privilege  of  reporting  briefly  each  year  to 
the  two  bodies  as  the  Board  of  Missionary  Preparation,  for  example, 
reports  annually  to  the  Foreign  Missions  Conference?  This  year  both 
bodies  have  been  very  generous  in  providing  time  on  their  programs 
for  the  report  of  the  Panama  Congress,  the  work  of  the  Committee 
and  the  discussion  of  the  Latin  American  field.  It  would  not  be 
practicable  or  desirable  to  have  such  extended  provision  made  each 
year,  but  would  it  not  be  well  for  the  whole  Cause  if  the  Committee 
would  report  its  activities  not  only,  as  it  of  course  does,  to  the  Boards 
which  it  represents,  but  also  in  a  brief  summary  way  to  the  Confer¬ 
ence  and  the  Council  for  their  information?” 

After  careful  consideration  the  Committee  unanimously 
adopted  the  following  Minute  and  recommendation  to  the 
Foreign  Missions  Conference: 

“Inasmuch  as  the  Congress  on  Missions  in  Latin  America  was  pro- 
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vided  for  by  the  Foreign  Missions  Conference,  and  that  out  of  this 
Congress  grew  the  Committee  on  Cooperation  in  Latin  America,  and 
further,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  work  of  this  Committee  is  of 
vital  interest  to  a  large  number  of  the  Boards  represented  in  the 
Foreign  Missions  Conference,  it  is  recommended  that  the  Committee 
on  Cooperation  in  Latin  America  be  recognized  as  an  affiliated  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Foreign  Missions  Conference  and  that  it  be  requested 
to  report  to  the  Conference  annually.” 

Titles  and  Incorporation 

The  report  of  the  Sub-Committee  on  Titles  and  Incorpora¬ 
tion  was  presented  by  its  Chairman,  James  Wood,  who  reviewed 
the  steps  so  far  taken,  explaining  the  purpose  and  intent  of 
the  incorporation  and  emphasizing  its  desirability. 

The  Committee  then  unanimously  recommended  that  the 
Foreign  Missions  Conference  be  requested  to  take  favorable 
action  in  the  matter  of  incorporating  the  Committee  of  Refer¬ 
ence  and  Counsel  and  that  the  Committee  of  Reference  and 
Counsel  be  authorized  and  empowered  to  take  the  necessary 
steps  and  secure  incorporation. 

We  would  refer  to  the  Report  of  the  Conference  for  1916, 
pages  191-2  for  a  draft  of  the  proposed  charter. 

Your  Committee,  after  carefully  studying  the  proposed  defi¬ 
nition  of  the  Constitution  and  powers  of  the  Conference,  finds 
nothing  therein  that  will  necessitate  any  change  in  the  form 
as  there  printed. 

The  matter  of  schools  for  missionaries’  children  was  pre¬ 
sented  and  a  sub-committee  was  appointed  to  look  into  the 
matter  of  schools  for  missionaries’  children  on  the  field  and 
also  the  facilities  available  for  their  education  in  the  home 
land,  the  report  of  this  sub-committee  to  be  submitted  to  a 
later  meeting  for  consideration  and  recommendation. 

A  suggestion  had  been  made  of  the  possibility  of  holding  a 
special  conference  on  Islam  in  Africa,  but  after  considering 
the  matter,  the  Committee  reached  the  judgment  that  such  a 
conference  would  be  impracticable  at  this  time,  but  that  it 
would  be  well  to  reserve  it  for  future  consideration. 

In  the  evening  John  R.  Mott  gave  an  extremely  valuable 
resume  of  his  observations  on  a  recent  trip  to'  Europe. 

Missions  and  Governments 

This  committee  is  taking  in  hand  an  investigation  of  the 
subject  of  liberty  for  practice  on  the  part  of  medical  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  British  colonies  with  special  reference  to  British 
Africa  and  Ceylon.  It  is  hoped  through  this  investigation  that 
some  understanding  can  be  reached  with  the  British  authori¬ 
ties  by  which  a  medical  missionary  trained  in  a  creditable 
American  college,  will  be  given  the  privilege  of  taking  the 
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examination  required  by  all  physicians  who  contemplate  prac¬ 
tice  in  any  particular  field  under  the  British  flag  with  a 
view  to  obtaining  permission  to  practice  their  profession  under 
the  laws  of  the  colony  affected.  Hitherto,  especially  in  British 
South  and  East  Africa,  the  diplomas  of  American  medical 
colleges  have  not  been  recognized,  and  a  missionary  was  not 
permitted  to  take  the  examination  until  he  had  secured  from 
some  recognized  British  institution  a  diploma  of  graduation. 
As  there  is  a  possibility  in  the  near  future  that  stricter  rules 
with  reference  to  medical  practice  in  British  India  may  be 
applied,  it  seems  desirable  that  British  authorities  should 
recognize  the  diplomas  of  certain  accredited  American  medi¬ 
cal  schools,  putting  them  upon  the  same  footing  with  similar 
schools  in  Canada  and  Great  Britain.  Because  of  the  condi¬ 
tions  that  now  exist,  as  above  indicated,  and  other  compli¬ 
cations  that  may  arise,  this  contemplated  investigation  and 
effort  of  the  Sub-Committee  is  of  prime  importance  to  all 
Mission  Boards  carrying  on  work  anywhere  under  the  British 
flag. 

Intoxicants  to  Africa.  The  question  of  the  exportation 
from  the  United  States  of  intoxicating  liquors  to  Africa  was 
referred  to  the  Federal  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in 
America  with  the  hope  expressed  that  the  Council  might  see 
its  way  clear  to  assume  the  necessary  responsibility  in  the  case 
since  the  Committee  of  Reference  and  .Counsel  is  not  in  a 
position  to  assume  official  relation  to  the  proposed  organization 
for  the  suppression  of  the  liquor  traffic  among  native  races. 

Practice  of  Pharmacy  in  China.  The  same  Sub-Com¬ 
mittee  considered  an  Act  of  Congress  to  which  its  attention 
had  been  directed  for  the  regulation  of  the  practice  of  phar¬ 
macy  and  the  sale  of  poisons  in  the  consular  districts  of  the 
United  States  in  China.  The  Sub-Committee  made  an  exten¬ 
sive  investigation  and  came  to  the  unanimous  conclusion, 
which  had  the  endorsement  of  the  Committee  of  Reference 
and  Counsel,  that  the  act  referred  to  was,  on  the  whole,  salu¬ 
tary  and  that  there  was  no  ground  for  a  protest.  This  was 
the  judgment  of  nearly  all  of  the  missionary  agencies  in  China. 

Missionaries  and  British  India.  About  the  middle  of  July 
it  was  learned  through  the  State  Department  that  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  India  had  placed  rigid  restrictions  upon  the  represen¬ 
tatives  of  the  American  Missionary  Societies  who  contemplated 
missionary  and  educational  work  in  British  India.  Inquiry 
from  the  British  Embassy  brought  out  the  fact  that  instructions 
had  been  received  from  the  home  government  to  the  effect 
that  owing  to  circumstances  arising  out  of  the  War,  persons 
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other  than  British  subjects  who  are  desirous  of  proceeding  to 
British  India  to  undertake  educational  and  missionary  work 
are  required  to  obtain  permission  from  the  Indian  authorities 
before  proceeding  upon  their  journey.  The  plan  demanded 
that  application  for  permission  be  made  upon  a  form  provided 
by  the  British  Embassy  at  Washington,  which  required,  in 
addition  to  data  of  birth,  etc.,  a  declaration  on  the  part  of 
each  applicant  that  he  or  she  agreed  to  undertake  to  do  nothing 
contrary  to  or  in  diminution  of  the  British  Government  as 
by  law"  established  in  British  India.  In  communicating  this 
information,  the  British  Embassy  announced  that  obviously 
considerable  time  would  be  occupied  in  communicating  with 
the  Home  and  India  authorities  and  strongly  advised  that  ap¬ 
plicants  should  make  no  arrangements  for  their  journey  until 
permission  had  been  received  from  India.  Correspondence 
revealed  the  fact  that  under  the  name  of  British  India,  Assam 
and  Burmah  were  included,  and  it’  was  later  learned  that 
British  Arabia  came  under  practically  the  same  rule.  In  one 
case,  at  least,  the  United  States  Government  refused  to  grant 
a  passport  to  a  missionary  teacher  going  to  India  until  after 
permission  had  been  received  from  the  British  Embassy  in 
Washington. 

There  were  some  120  American  missionaries  designated  for 
British  India  whose  passage  on  the  Pacific  had  already  been 
engaged.  Compliance  with  these  regulations  would  necessarily 
cancel  all  of  these  passages.  This  would  subject  the  Mis¬ 
sionary  Boards  to  large  expense  and  the  missionaries  and  mis¬ 
sions  to  great  inconvenience  because  of  the  many  months’ 
delay  inevitably  involved.  The  Chairman  of  the  Sub-Com¬ 
mittee  on  Emergencies  and  Reference  called  a  hasty  meeting 
in  New  York  on  the  28th  of  July.  A  cable  had  already  been 
sent  from  the  State  Department  to  the  United  States  Embassy 
in  London,  asking  that  the  order  of  the  British  Embassy  in 
Washington  might  be  so  modified  as  to  permit  the  British 
Embassy  itself  to  pass  upon  those  whose  sailings  had  already 
been  engaged.  The  Chairman  ,  of  the  Committee,  under  the 
recommendation  of  this  Sub-Committee,  cabled  the  American 
Embassy  in  London.  He  had  already  cabled  Lord  Bryce,  ask¬ 
ing  his  co-operation.  On  August  2nd  a  telegram  was  received 
from  the  British  Embassy  in  Washington  announcing  that 
the  Embassy  had  been  given  authority  by  the  Government  to 
pass  finally  upon  applicants  for  missionary  and  educa¬ 
tional  work  in  British  India  whose  sailings  had  been  engaged 
in  August  and  September.  This  limit  was  later  extended  to 
include  those  who  were  sailing  in  early  October.  The  Chair- 
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man,  after  an  extended  conference  with  the  British  Embassy 
in  Washington,  issued  the  following  statement  to  the  Mission 
Boards  interested,  on  behalf  of  the  Embassy  and  at  its  request : 

“In  view  of  the  importance  of  the  question  of  special  per¬ 
mits  for  India,  the  undersigned  had  a  personal  conference 
with  the  British  Embassy  in  Washington  on  August  4th.  On 
behalf  of  the  Embassy  and  at  its  request,  I  report: 

1.  That  the  Embassy  can  issue  no  permits  for  missionaries  of  any 
Lutheran  Societies,  but  must  refer  all  such  to  Great  Britain. 

2.  The  same  is  true  of  the  Scandinavian  Alliance. 

3.  The  same  is  true  of  all  other  Societies  and  Boards  whose  parents 
were  or  are  Germans. 

4.  The  Embassy  must  insist  that  all  applications  shall  be  made  by 
the  Missionary  Society  or  Board  under  which  the  applicant  is  to  work 
and  not  by  the  individual.  It  is  important  that  each  Board  insist  upon 
this  method  of  application  upon  the  part  of  its  missionaries. 

•  5.  The  Embassy  is  just  now  out  of  application  blanks,  but  has 
cabled  for  more  and  will  have  an  abundance  in  a  few  days.  Boards 
should  apply  for  them  and  not  individuals. 

6.  British  subjects  do  not  need  to  apply. 

7.  All  non-British  subjects  (missionaries  and  teachers)  going  to 
India,  Burmah,  and  Assam,  but  not  to  Ceylon,  must  have  this  special 
permit  before  they  will  be  permitted  to  land.  This  does  not  take  the 
place  of  a  passport. 

8.  People  going  for  other  purposes  do  not  require  this  special  per¬ 
mission  and  will  be  allowed  to  land  at  Calcutta,  Madras,  Rangoon, 
Tuticorin  and  Dhannsohkodi.  Special  permits  obtained  through  the 
United  States  Consul  are  necessary  for  landing  at  Bombay,  Karachi, 
and  Tuticorin.  These  can  be  obtained  by  writing  in  advance  to  the 
United  States  Consul  in  Bombay. 

9.  All  applications  for  missionaries  and  teachers  should  be  sent 
to  the  British  Embassy  in  duplicate  and  the  signed  declaration  should 
be  accompanied  by  a  true  copy. 

10.  Every  requirement  in  the  application  is  important  and  should  be 
scrupulously  met;  as  for  instance,  a  separate  application  for  husband 
and  wife  and  the  full  name  of  both  parents.  Every  number  must  be 
filled  in. 

11.  The  British  Embassy  at  Washington  will  undertake  to  issue 
permits  under  the  above  limitations  only  to  missionaries  and  teachers 
connected  with  some  Board  and  whose  sailings  have  already  been  en¬ 
gaged  up  to  and  including  the  first  week  in  October  of  this  year.  All 
other  missionaries  and  teachers,  old  and  new,  who  are  contemplating 
going  to  British  India  at  any  time  within  a  year  should  be  applied  for 
by  their  Board  or  Society  as  soon  as  possible,  because  three  or  even 
more  months  may  be  necessary  to  secure  the  permit  from  the  Indian 
Government. 

The  Embassy  at  Washington  is  desirous  of  doing  everything  in  its 
power  to  render  this  new  order  as  little  irksome  as  possible  and  be¬ 
speaks  the  careful  co-operation  of  the  Mission  Boards  in  meeting  these 
new  conditions,  which  it  is  powerless  to  alter.” 

A  copy  of  this  communication  was  sent  to  the  British 
Embassy  and  reply  has  come  back  in  terms  as  follows : 

13 


“We  thank  you  very  cordially  for  the  excellent  instructions  which 
you  have  sent  to  the  Missionary  Societies  of  the  United  States  who 
are  carrying  on  mission  work  in  India.  These  instructions  admirably 
cover  all  the  points  which  you  and  I  discussed  together  and  should 
greatly  help  this  Embassy  and  the  Missionary  Societies  in  the  matter 
of  permits  which  are  now  required  for  India.” 

The  following  excerpts  are  taken  from  later  correspondence 
from  the  British  Embassy  upon  this  subject.  These  are  here 
inserted,  since  the  subject  is  still  one  of  vital  importance  to 
Mission  Boards  and  organizations  carrying  on  work  in  British 
India. 

September  23. 

“I  trust  that  the  various  Missionary  Societies  of  America  will 
realize  that  if  any  delays  in  dealing  with  their  correspondence  occur- 
at  this  Embassy,  it  is  solely  due  to  pressure  of  work  of  all  kinds.  We 
have  as  much  and  more  work  to  do  than  we  can  really  manage,  so 
that  mistakes  are  sure  to  occur. 

“If  missionaries  are  proceeding  to  India  in  the  same  numbers  as 
during  the  past  two  months,  it  will  mean  many  dozens  of  telegrams, 
some  of  them  of  very  considerable  length.  Perhaps  it  would  be 
possible  for  missionary  bodies,  instead  of  sending  us  one  or  two 
applications  at  a  time,  to  send  us  in  one  letter  as  many  as  they  can, 
say  for  a  couple  of  months  ahead.  We  could  then  send  the  whole  lot 
home  in  one  or  two  despatches  and  the  Indian  Government  could 
eventually  reply  referring  to  those  despatches  and  saying  ‘Permits 

may  be  issued  except  in  cases  of  ..• . ’.  This  would  save  time, 

trouble  and  mone}^.  If  you  think  this  feasible  from  the  point  of  view 
of  the  Missionary  Bodies,  will  you  let  me  know,  and  I  will  make  the 
suggestion  to  the  Foreign  Office. 

“A  further  suggestion  has  been  made  to  us  that  we  should,  in  order 
to  save  time,  ask  the  Indian  Government  in  some  cases  to  send  per¬ 
mits  to  Singapore,  Hongkong  or  other  places,  so  that  missionaries 
may  pick  them  up  there.  I  am  afraid  that  this  is  not  practicable ;  it 
would  certainly  lead  to  confusion.  So  many  applications  are  received 
from  so  many  different  bodies  that,  unless  we  adhere  to  a  fixed  method 
of  procedure,  permits  are  sure  to  go  astray  and  endless  trouble  will 
result  for  all  concerned.  I  am  sure  that  I  need  not  elaborate  this,  for 
you  will  understand  that  every  Government  Department  throughout 
the  British  Empire  has  its  hands  full  and  that  it  is  unwise,  in  the 
interests  fo  everyone,  to  introduce  complications  in  any  section  of 
work. 

“In  conclusion  may  I  ask  you  to  help  us  once  again  by  impressing 
on  Missionary  Bodies  that  they  should  carefully  scrutinize  filled-in 
application  forms  before  they  send  them  on  to  us,  and  make  sure  that 
they  are  correct?  Two  very  favorite  mistakes  are  (1)  Answers  are 
put  in  the  wrong  spaces;  (2)  Applicants  instead  of  giving  the  maiden 
names  of  their  mothers  give  the  married  names.  I  have,  so  far,  for¬ 
warded  on  these  incorrect  forms  so  as  not  to  delay  the  applicants 
concerned,  but  I  am  afraid  that  I  cannot  go  on  doing  so  indefinitely. 
Moreover,  it  is  quite  possible  that  they  may  be  returned  from  the 
other  side.” 

November  15. 

“All  applications,  whether  the  applicants  have  previously  been  in 
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India  or  not,  are  referred  to  the  authorities  in  that  country.  The 
application  of  Mr.  Trundle  (a  newly  appointed  missionary  of  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church  in  the  United  States  of  America)  was  so'  referred, 
and*  the  reply  returned  to  the  Missionary  Society  was  that  received 
by  this  Embassy  from  the  Government  of  India.  If  the  Embassy  is 
furnished  with  recommendations  from  reliable  persons,  who  are 
acquainted  with  Mr.  Trundle,  and  are  able  to  vouch  for  him  in  regard 
to  the  points  raised  by  the  Government  of  India,  the  application  will 
readily  be  resubmitted  for  further  consideration. 

“As  regards  the  general  question  raised  by  this  case,  it  would  seem 
desirable,  in  all  cases  in  which  application  for  permission  to  enter 
India  is  made  by  persons  who  have  not  previously  resided  in  that 
country,  that  recommendations  as  to  their  character  and  political  sym¬ 
pathies  should  be  forwarded  to  this  Embassy  by  persons  acquainted 
with  the  applicants,  on  whose  judgment  reliance  can  be  placed.  In 
cases  where  it  is  possible  to  do  so  it  is  very  desirable  that  the  recom¬ 
mendation  of  a  British  Consular  Officer  should  be  obtained,  if  the 
applicant  is  resident  in  a  town  where  such  an  officer  is  stationed.  By 
this  means  the  Government  of  India  would  be  enabled  fo  give  a 
more  detailed  consideration  to  the  applications  submitted  by  new 
missionaries,  and  delays  might,  in  many  cases,  be  avoided. 

“I  am  directed  to  inform  you  that  the  reply  of  the  authorities  in 
London  has  not  been  received  with  regard  to  the  suggestion  that 
the  Government  of  India  should  telegraph  direct  to  this  Embassy  their 
decision  as  to  the  various  applications  received. 

“It  appears  that  it  is  not  considered  desirable  to  arrange  that  the 
Government  of  India  should  communicate  their  decision  to  the  Embassy 
without  the  sanction  of  the  authorities  in  London.  It  is,  however, 
already  the  practice,  in  transmitting  the  forms  from  London  to  India, 
to  ask  that  a  reply  should  be  sent  by  telegraph  in  cases  in  which  no 
objection  is  taken  to  the  applicant,  and  it  has  been  arranged  that  in 
future  the  forms  of  application  shall  be  sent  from  Washington  direct 
to  India  as  well  as  to  London.  It  is  hoped  that  this  procedure  will 
to  some  extent  expedite  the  issuing  of  permits.” 

November  23. 

A  telegram  from  the  British  Embassy  asked  that  Missionary 
Societies  make  no  detailed  arrangements  for  the  sailing  of  their  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  British  India  before  permits  have  been  received.  The 
Embassy  -cannot  assume  responsibility  for  any  inconvenience  which 
may  result  because  of  delay  in  issuing  the  desired  permission. 

Cultivation  of  the  Home  Church 

The  Committee  was  unable  to  organize  until  the  meeting 
of  Reference  and  Counsel  in  late  June.  Counting  out  the 
summer  months  there  remained,  therefore,  only  about  three 
months  for  work  in  behalf  of  the  Boards.  It  was  the  con¬ 
census  of  opinion  that  our  Committee  should  attempt  con¬ 
structive  work  for  the  Boards  rather  than  placing  the  em¬ 
phasis  upon  investigations  and  reports.  Fortunately  we  find 
the  ground  cleared  for  us  in  such  an  endeavor  by  the  valuable 
investigations  and  reports  of  the  Committee  on  Home  Base, 
which  went  out  of  existence  with  the  last  Conference. 
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Reviewing  the  situation  with  some  care,  we  reached  the  con¬ 
clusion  that  our  best  line  of  effort  in  the  immediate  future 
would  be  to  produce  literature  for  the  use  of  pastors  in  the 
preparation  of  missionary  addresses,  and  in  organizing  their 
churches  in  behalf  of  the  missionary  cause.  We  started  with 
the  recognized  fact  that  the  pastor  ordinarily  is  the  key  to 
the  situation,  and  that  whatever  we  can  do  to  increase  his 
interest  and  efficiency  will  be  of  the  highest  value.  In  decid¬ 
ing  to  deal  with  the  pastors  as  a  distinct  class,  we  found  that 
our  plans  fitted  in  nicely  with  the  scheme  of  the  Laymen’s 
Missionary  Movement  for  the  holding  of  ministerial  conven¬ 
tions  during  the  next  year. 

The  recommendation  was  made  to  Reference  and  Counsel 
that  our  Committee  should  be  authorized  to  produce  a  series 
of  pamphlets  for  the  exclusive  use  of  pastors,  at  least  four 
in  number,  covering  a  period  of  two  years,  these  pamphlets 
to  include  the  choicest  possible  material  for  use  in  missionary 
sermons,  addresses  and  programs,  together  with  suggestions 
looking  to  the  organization  of  the  local  church  in  behalf  of 
foreign  missions.  This  plan  was  endorsed  by  Reference  and 
Counsel  and  a  Sub-Committee  was  appointed  to  prepare  the 
new  line  of  literature. 

It  was  decided  to  call  the  series  “Missionary  Ammunition.” 
The  first  number  in  this  series  was  issued  in  November  under 
the  title  “The  Pastor  a  World  Leader."  Its  leading  feature 
is  a  survey  of  the  missionary  situation  in  the  non-Christian 
world,  but  we  think  pastors  will  also  value  the  suggestions 
contained  in  this  pamphlet  as  to  the  place  of  the  pastor  in  this 
.  great  task.  We  trust,  also,  that  the  department  entitled  “A 
Sanctuary  of  Missions,"  intended  for  the  inculcation  of  inter¬ 
cessory  prayer,  may  be  welcomed  by  many  of  our  church 
leaders. 

An  edition  of  30,000  was  issued  and  at  the  time  of  writing 
it  looks  as  if  this  would  easily  be  exhausted  and  that  a  second 
edition  might  be  necessary. 

Looking  to  the  future,  it  is  planned  to  produce  the  second 
number  in  the  series  about  March  1st,  1917.  This  is  to  be 
apologetic  in  character,  under  the  title  “In  Defense  of  For¬ 
eign  Missions.”  Plans  are  also  under  way  for  issuing  the 
additional  numbers. 

Although  obliged  to  confine  ourselves  to  this  one  activity 
for  the  present  year,  we  are  not  unmindful  of  other  opportuni¬ 
ties  to  serve  the  Boards.  We,  therefore,  have  a  sub-commit¬ 
tee  studying  additionall  lines  of  work  which  should  be  taken 
up  by  our  Conimittee,  and  which  we  trust  may  prove  of  real 
benefit  to  the  Boards. 
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After  careful  investigation,  the  committee  makes  the  follow¬ 
ing  statements  regarding 

Special  Plans  and  A;tivities  in  the  Home  Departments  of  the 
Boards  in  the  United  States.  In  looking  over  the  reports  of  the 
various  Boards  we  find  that  this  has  not  been  a  year  of  outstanding 
special  programs,  but  rather  a  season  of  intensive  work  on  programs 
and  plans  already  outlined.  There  has  been  a  tendency  to  do  careful 
follow-up  work  in  connection  with  former  Laymen’s  Movement  con¬ 
ventions  and  special  denominational  campaigns.  The  reports  of  the 
Boards  would  show  that  it  has  been  a  very  encouraging  year  in  the 
growth  of  regular  receipts  and  the  large,  steady  increase  of  contribu¬ 
tions  from  individuals  for  special  objects. 

Laymen’s  Campaigns.  Nearly  all  of  the  Boards  have  participated 
in  the  conventions  of  the  Laymen’s  Missionary  Movement  and  several 
have  had  campaigns  of  their  own  through  their  denominational  Lay¬ 
men’s  Movements.  All  speak  with  encouragement  concerning  these 
campaigns,  but  the  general  impression  is  that  in  the  future  the  work 
will  need  to  be  intensive  rather  than  along  popular  lines  as  in  the 
past,  and  almost  every  Board  testifies  that  careful  follow-up  work 
must  now  be  done  with  regard  to  both  gifts  and  further  education ; 
such  work  being  done  through  the  meeting  of  small  groups  and  spe¬ 
cial  individual  approach,  together  with  personal  canvass  for  gifts. 
The  Northern  Presbyterians  set  aside  a  dozen  missionaries  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  general  La3nnen’s  Missionary  Movement  campaign  and 
found  that  this  participation  paid  well.  The  Northern  Methodists 
followed  the  same  plan  to  good  advantage. 

Self-Denial  Week.  The  Northern  Methodist  Episcopal  Board  and 
the  Southern  Presbyterian  Board  have  had  large  success  through  self- 
denial  weeks  for  special  contributions  from  individuals.  In  both 
cases  these  special  appeals  for  funds  have  exceeded  expectations,  and 
the  Southern  Presbyterians  find  that  although  they  have  had  the  Week 
of  Prayer  and  Self-Denial  for  several  years,  it  is  increasing  in  fruit¬ 
fulness  and  popularity  and  is  not  only  a  very  hopeful  means  of 
securing  funds,  but  their  most  effective  plan  of  missionary  education. 

Special  Equipment  Campaigns.  The  Southern  Baptists  report  the 
completion  of  their  Judson  Centennial  Fund  of  $1,250,000  for  the 
equipment  of  the  work  on  their  fields.  The  Northern  Presbyterian 
Board  is  realizing  the  need  of  a  large  special  fund  for  the  completion 
and  equipment  of  educational  institutions  and  for  special  enlargement 
on  several  fields.  They  have  just  begun  a  comprehensive  campaign 
for  individual  gifts  amounting  to  $1,000,000  for  these  purposes.  The 
plan  is  to  go  from  city  to  city  gathering  together  men  of  means  and 
presenting  special  appeals.  In  this  program  the  Board  will  try  to 
link  up  men  of  certain  cities  to  specific  objects  on  the  mission  field. 
The  Foreign  Boards  of  the  Disciples  of  Christ  report  the  $6,000,000 
campaign  in  their  Men  and  Millions  Movement  two-thirds  completed. 
Along  with  the  securing  of  this  special  fund  for  enlargement  both  at 
home  and  abroad,  the  appeal  for  1,000  volunteers  for  the  home  and 
foreign  fields,  and  careful  plans,  including  the  Every  Member  Can¬ 
vass,  in  each  local  church,  are  being  pushed. 

Deficits.  It  is  very  encouraging  to  report  that  few  Boards  have 
deficits  of  any  note  at  the  present  time.  The  Southern  Baptists  have 
covered  their  debt  of  $180,000  through  a  special  campaign  since  last 
May.  The  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  has  averted  a  possible  deficit 
of  $200,000  through  special  plans,  and  closed  the  year  with  a  $31,000 
surplus. 
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Special  Appeals  for  Regular  Income.  An  encouraging  success  has 

been  made  of  the  One  Day  Income  Plan,  both  by  the  Protestant  Epis¬ 
copal  Board  and  the  Evangelical  Association.  The  former  organization 
reports  special  amounts  received  reaching  more  than  $200,000,  this  sum 
largely  resulting  from  the  One  Day  Income  Plan.  The  Board  received 
gifts  from  over  800  contributors,  and  these  contributions  varied  from 
$5,000  to  a  few  cents.  The  secretaries  are  enthusiastic  over  this  plan 
and  feel  that  it  has  not  only  increased  the  income,  but  largely  en¬ 
riched  the  life  of  the  whole  communion. 

Individual  Approach.  Nearly  all  of  the  organizations  feel  that  the 
time  has  come  for  careful  individual  approach  leading  to  special  gifts. 
It  is  indicated  that  special  popular  campaigns  of  education  and  inspira¬ 
tion  in  the  past  have  brought  the  Board  constituencies  to  an  especially 
responsive  attitude  for  such  work.  A  large  number  of  the  Boards 
are  either  now  engaged  in  such  campaigns  or  are  planning  them  in 
the  near  future.  The  American  Board  of  the  Congregational  Church 
indicates  that  this  has  been  the  easiest  year  for  financing  missions 
that  they  have  known,  and  that  people  of  wealth  are  more  ready  to 
give  than  ever  before,  when  properly  solicited.  A  secretary  of  this 
Board  writes  that  they  have  found  most  effective  small  luncheons  for 
men  of  means,  after  which  there  was  personal  solicitation  for  large 
gifts.  The  statement  is  made  that  this  is  an  efficient  way  to  get  wealthy 
men  enlisted  for  worth-while  giving,  because  in  the  regular  offerings 
of  the  churches  they  are  very  apt  to  whittle  down  their  gifts  to  keep 
them  in  line  with  others  in  the  congregation. 

Varied  Activities.  The  Southern  Methodist  Board  has  made  a 
specialty  of  securing  specific  support  for  objects  assigned  in  the  regu¬ 
lar  budget,  and  have  increased  the  gifts  for  these  special  objects  100 
per  cent  over  1915.  This  Board  has  also  tested  out  their  first  year  of 
giving  one  offering  per  month  from  their  Sunday  schools  for  Missions. 
The  income  from  this  source  has  been  so  encouraging  that  the  whole 
China  budget  has  been  assigned  to  the  Sunday  schools.  The  Woman’s 
Board  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  North,  is  working  on  their 
Fifty  Year  Jubilee  for  1919,  and  report  as  the  most  important  develop¬ 
ment  the  League  of  Intercessors  of  8,000  women,  which  is  growing 
rapidly.  The  Northern  Presbyterians  are  very  encouraged  over  their 
campaign  on  Missionary  Education,  and  report  the  largest  number  of 
Mission  Study  classes  in  their  history.  The  Northern  Methodist  Board 
is  making  a  specialty  of  their  lantern  slide  campaign  and  find  it  the 
most  effective  means  of  missionary  education.  The  point  is  empha¬ 
sized  that  the  slides  should  be  of  the  best  quality  mechanically,  and 
that  the  lectures  should  be  very  carefully  prepared. 

Principles  and  Methods  of  Administration 

From  among’  a  large  number  of  topics  suggested  for  con¬ 
sideration  and  investigation  by  the  Committee,  the  Committee 
selected  the  following  topic  for  special  study,  “Co-operation 
from  the  Home  Base  in  Missionary  Administration  on  the 
Foreign  Fields.”  As  the  material  gathered  by  the  Committee 
and  the  conclusions  reached  are  presented  in  a  paper  which 
is  to  be  made  a  part  of  the  program  of  the  Annual  Conference, 
no  further  report  of  the  Committee’s  work  is  required  here. 

This  paper  will  be  printed  in  the  Report  of  the  Conference. 
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Statistics 

The  statistical  tables  for  the  calendar  year  1916  have  been 
prepared  along  practically  the  same  lines  as  in  former  years 
and  appear  in  print  in  another  part  of  the  Report  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  of  1917.  It  is  the  judgment  of  the  Committee,  how¬ 
ever,  that  the  time  has  come  for  the  establishment  of  what 
might  be  called  a  Statistical  Bureau,  which  may  be  chargeable 
not  merely  with  the  preparation  of  Home  Base  Statistics,  but 
with  a  thorough-going  study  of  the  principles  upon  which 
these  statistics  should  be  prepared.  It  could  also  study  the 
most  effective  method  of  presenting  these  statistical  facts  in 
order  to  serve  the  interests  of  the  Home  Church,  prepare 
comparative  tables  of  the  most  important  statistics,  so  as  to 
set  forth  the  progress  across  several  years  or  decades,  and 
finally  meet  a  constant  demand  for  information  along  these 
lines,  now  coming  in  to  the  Foreign  Missionary  Rooms  at 
25  Madison  Avenue.  It  is  the  Committee’s  judgment  that 
Home  Base  Statistics  lend  themselves  to  as  scientific  and  accu¬ 
rate  a  treatment  as  statistics  hitherto  prepared  from  the  point 
of  view  of  studying  conditions  in  the  foreign  field  itself. 

Cable  Code 

This  Committee  has  been  continued,  although  it  practically 
finished  its  work  of  preparing  a  new  mission  code  a  year  ago. 
The  special  services  which  it  was  felt  the  Committee  could 
render  by  its  continuance  were,  to  promote  the  further  distri¬ 
bution  and  use  of  the  Missions  Code,  to  receive  and  consider 
criticisms  of  the  present  edition  with  a  view  to  any  future 
reprint,  and  finally  to  endeavor  to  secure  permission  from  the 
military  authorities  for  the  use  of  the  Missions  Code  in  foreign 
mission  lands  affected  by  the  war.  The  Committee  has  rendered 
service  along  these  three  lines.  It  regrets  to  state  that  it  has  not 
been  successful  in  securing  permission  from  Great  Britain 
for  the  use  of  the  Missions  Code  in  India.  Dr  A.  J.  Brown, 
Chairman  of  the  Sub-Committee  on  Missions  and  Govern¬ 
ments,  took  up  the  correspondence  with  the  State  Department 
at  Washington,  and  through  it,  a  communication  was  sent  to 
the  Foreign  Office  in  London,  but  an  unfavorable  reply  was 
received.  The  Committee  then  thought  that  possibly  by  ap¬ 
proaching  the  authorities  in  London  through  some  member 
of  the  Continuation  Committee  in  Great  Britain,  special  atten¬ 
tion  could  be  called  to  the  advantage  accruing  to  Mission 
Boards  if  permission  were  granted  for  the  use  of  the  Missions 
Code  in  India.  This  effort  again  failed  to  bring  the  desired 
permission,  as  it  was  stated  that  the  increased  burdens  of  cen- 
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sorship  involved  in  the  granting  of  this  permission  would 
prevent  the  British  Government  from  granting  the  request. 
It  is  indeed  regrettable  that  so  soon  after  the  issuance  of  the 
Missions  Code,  war  conditions  have  interfered  materially  with 
the  widest  use  of  it,  but  even  the  limited  use  which  has  been 
possible  and  the  certain  need  for  this  volume  which  is  bound, 
to  exist  everywhere  at  the  close  of  the  war,  make  it  clear  that 
it  was  a  most  timely  undertaking  on  the  part  of  the  Foreign 
*  Mission  Boards  of  North  America. 

Quinquennial  Statistical  Survey 

While  the  volume  which  represents  the  work  of  this  Com¬ 
mittee  during  the  past  year  will  be  presented  in  printed  form 
to  the  Conference,  a  brief  account  of  this  statistical  under¬ 
taking  will  be  of  interest.  A  little  over  a  year  ago,  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Reference  and  Counsel  became  responsible  for  the 
gathering  of  statistics  which  would  bring  up  to  date  the  facts 
presented  in  the  “Statistical  Atlas  of  Christian  Missions,”  issued 
in  1910  by  Commission  I,  on  “Carrying  the  Gospel  to  all  the 
Non-Christian  World,”  as  a  part  of  its  report  to  the 
World  Missionary  Conference  at  Edinburgh,  and  in  the 
“World  Atlas  of  Christian  Missions,”  issued  in  1911 
by  the  Student  Volunteer  Movement  for  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sions.  The  interest  developed  by  these  two  statistical  vol¬ 
umes  was  quite  marked,  as  was  proved  both  by  the  discus¬ 
sions  based  upon  them  and  by  the  sale  of  these  volumes.  A 
demand  appeared  for  statistics  that  would  be  authoritative 
and  up-to-date  and  which  might  set  forth  clearly  the  mission¬ 
ary  situation  at  a  period  half-way  between  these  decennial 
periods  at  which  there  has  seemed  to  be  a  tendency  to  issue 
elaborate  statistical  reports.  A  Committee  was  therefore  ap¬ 
pointed  to  take  up  this  work  and  its  membership  was  selected 
with  a  view  to  establishing  vital  contacts  with  the  statistical 
efforts  of  the  past  and  with  statistical  committees  already  in 
existence.  Professor  Beach,  the  Director  of  the  Survey  which 
has  just  been  completed,  is  the  editor  of  “A  Geography  and 
Atlas  of  Protestant  Missions,” ‘which  appeared  in  1902,  and 
one  of  the  editors  of  the  “Statistical  Atlas  of  Christian  Mis¬ 
sions”  which  appeared  in  1910,  and  of  the  “World  Atlas  of 
Christian  Missions,”  which  appeared  in  1911.  The  Rev.  Burton 
St.  John,  who  has  served  as  Executive  Secretary  in  the  com¬ 
pilation  of  the  statistics  now  presented,  had  extensive  experi¬ 
ence  in  statistical  research  work,  and  shared  in  the  prepara¬ 
tion  of  the  two  statistical  atlases  to  which  reference  has  al¬ 
ready  been  made.  Mr.  C.  H.  Fahs  was  also  one  of  the  editors 
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of  the  statistical  volumes  mentioned  as  appearing  in  1910  and 
1911,  while  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  Dr.  Watson,  is 
a  member  of  the  Continuation  Committee’s  Committee  on 
Statistics. 

By  these  contacts  it  has  been  possible  to  maintain  vital  con¬ 
nections  with  previous  statistical  undertakings.  While,  as  was 
quite  natural,  the  present  statistical  investigations  uncovered 
and  suggested  new  methods  of  classification,  no  radical  changes 
in  method  or  form  were  adopted,  for  it  was  thought  that  such 
changes  belonged  more  appropriately  to  the  surveys  connected 
with  decennial  periods  than  to  a  survey  which  belonged  to  an 
intermediate  period. 

Because  of  the  practical  value  of  this  volume,  which  has 
been  entitled  “World  Statistics  of  Christian  Missions,”  and 
recognizing  the  time  and  money  involved  in  bringing  these 
facts  together,  the  Committee  earnestly  asks  that  a  hearing  be 
given  to  Professor  Beach  and  to  Mr.  St.  John  for  the  purpose 
of  explaining  to  the  Conference  the  character,  scope,  value  and 
importance  of  the  work  that  has  been  accomplished.  The 
Committee  would  also  earnestly  ask  that  the  members  of  the 
Conference  co-operate  in  securing  a  wide  distribution  for  this 
volume  and  the  placing  of  it  in  the  libraries  of  Boards  and 
Societies,  missionary  leaders  and  students  and  in  public 
libraries  which  give  space  to  missionary  authorities. 

It  may  be  stated  that  as  a  result  of  the  Committee’s  experi¬ 
ence  during  the  year,  the  conclusion  has  been  reached  that 
such  statistical  investigation  as  has  been  undertaken  in  con¬ 
nection  with  this  Quinquennial  Survey  might  fittingly  be  made 
a  part  of  the  work  to  be  carried,  forward  from  year  to  year 
by  a  statistical  bureau.  The  conclusions,  therefore,  of  this 
Committee  favoring  the  establishment  of  a  permanent  statisti¬ 
cal  bureau  are  in  harmony  with  similar  conclusions  reached 
by  the  Committee  on  Home  Base  Statistics. 

Relations  to  Similar  Bodies  Abroad 

Reports  no  activities  during  the  year  calling  for  space  in 
this  report.  It  suffices  to  say  that  Dr.  de  Schweinitz  is  in  cor¬ 
respondence  with  the  corresponding  organization  in  Great 
Britain  and  with  the  national  organizations  in  India,  China 
and  Japan.  He  receives  reports  of  all  the  proceedings  of  these 
organizations  and  is  the  agency  through  which  they  will  reach 
the  Committee  of  Reference  and  Counsel  and  the  Mission 
Boards  of  North  America  in  case  of  action  requiring  such  con¬ 
tact  and  communication. 
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Interdenominational  and  Undenominational  Agencies 

Owing-  to  Dr.  Franklin’s  absence  from  the  country  during 
the  greater  part  of  the  year  and  the  lack  of  any  specific  ques¬ 
tion  coming  to  the  Committee  hearing  upon  the  subject  cov¬ 
ered  by  this  Sub-Committee,  no  special  report  is  made  at  this 
time. 


Arrangements 

i 

This  Committee’s  report  is  the  program  for  the  present 
Conference. 


Medical  Missions 

The  Committee  on  Medical  Missions  has  begun  a  careful 
and  thorough  line  of  investigation  covering  the  subject  of 
medical  missions  along  the  following  lines : 

I.  Present  numbers  and  distribution  of  medical  missionaries  in 
relation  to : — 

1.  The  supporting  Boards 

2.  The  geographical  areas  served 

3.  The  non-Christian  systems  influenced,  e.  g.,  Animism,  Mo¬ 

hammedanism,  etc. 

II.  Relation  of  Medical  Missionaries  : — 

1.  To  the  supporting  Boards — terms  of  engagement,  conditions 

re  private  practice,  the  purpose  to  which  professional  fees 
are  applied,  etc. 

2.  To  the  native  communities — share  in  evangelistic  work,  de¬ 

stination  of  fees  for  professional  services,  etc. 

3.  To  local  governments — requirements  re  professional  stand¬ 

ing,  conditions  and  remuneration  for  professional  ser¬ 
vices,  if  any. 

4.  To  Native  Medical  Professions. 

III.  Material  equipment  for  Medical  Missions: — 

Types  and  illustrations  of  the  best  equipments, 
Examples  of  meagre  and  insufficient  equipment. 

IV.  Results  of  Medical  Missionary  Work: — 

1.  Professional — numbers  of  patients,  operations,  etc. 

2.  Preparatory — removing  prejudice,  opening  up  closed  areas 

and  spheres. 

3.  Evangelistic — baptisms  of  patients  in  hospital  and  of  ex¬ 

patients.  4 
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V.  Unoccupied  Fields. 


VI.  The  foundation,  and  growth  of  native  medical  professions, 

methods  of  training ;  number  positions,  and  scope  of  existing 
institutions. 

VII.  Summary  and  deductions. 


This  line  of  investigation  was  taken  up  in  response  to  what 
seemed  to  be  general  desire  for  a  thorough  investigation  of 
this  important  line  of  missionary  work  to  supplement  in  a 
measure  the  lack  of  the  Edinburgh  Missionary  Conference  in 
not  having  a  Commission  on  Medical  Missions. 


Finance  and  Headquarters 

The  Sub-Committee  on  Finance  and  Headquarters,  of  which 
John  R.  Mott  is  Chairman,  has  prepared  the  budget  for  the 
fiscal  year  beginning  April  1,  1917.  This  budget  has  since 
been  carefully  considered  by  the  entire  Committee  of  Refer¬ 
ence  and  Counsel  and  is  now  submitted  with  the  unanimous 
recommendation  of  the  Committee  for  adoption  by  the  Con¬ 
ference  : 


Foreign  Missions  Conference  of  North  America . $  5,600 

Rent  . ' .  12,360 

Expenses  of  up-keep  of  all  offices,  including  reception  clerk, 

telephone  service,  etc .  3,722 

Salary  of  Assistant  Treasurer  .  500 

Stenographic  Help  and  office  expenses  of  all  Committees....  3,425 

Missionary  Research  Library  and  Archives  .  11,240 

Bureau  of  Research  .  5,175 

Board  of  Missionary  Preparation  .  10,585 

Committee  on  Co-operation  in  Latin  America .  1,000 

Appropriations  to  Continuation  Committees : 


Edinburgh  Continuation  Committee  . $  3,000  00 

China  Continuation  Committee  .  5,000  00 

Japan  Continuation  Committee  .  2,500  00 

National  Missionary  Council  of  India .  3,500  00 

India  Survej' . .  3,000  00 

-  17,000 


00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 


00 


$70,607  00 


As  the  adopted  budget  for  the  present  fiscal  year  ending  March  31, 
1917,  was  $70,768.50,  the  proposed  budget  for  the  following  year  will 
be  slightly  less.  The  Conference  will  appreciate  the  difficulty  of  mak¬ 
ing  at  this  time  a  detailed  and  final  statement  of  Receipts  and  Expendi- 
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tures  as  this  report  had  to  go  to  press  nearly  four  months  before  the 
close  of  the  fiscal  year,  March  31,  1917. 

The  Sub-Committee  on  Headquarters  and  Budget  have  thus  far  in 
the  present  fiscal  year  received  a  total  amount  of  $14,100.00  toward 
the  relief  of  Continental  Missions.  This  has  been  expended  as  follows  : 

Toward  the  Paris  Evangelical  Missionary  Society ..$  10,000  00 

Toward  German  Missions  in  China  .  2,000  00 

Toward  German  Missions  in  India  .  2,000  00 


Balance  on  hand  . 

• 

Mrs.  Anna  R.  Atwater, 
Allen  R.  Bartholomew, 
Arthur  J.  Brown, 
William  I.  Chamberlain, 
Ed.  F.  Cook, 

Stephen  J.  Corey, 

James  Endicott, 

James  II.  Franklin, 
Alfred  Gandier, 

John  E.  Gouchek, 

Canon  S.  Gould, 

Fred  P.  Haggard, 

A.  Woodruff  Halsey, 
George  Johnson, 


$14,000  00 

. ....$  100  00 

George  Heber  Jones, 
Arthur  S.  Lloyd, 

Alfred  E.  Marltng, 

John  R.  Mott, 

William  F.  Oldham, 
Cornelius  PI.  Patton, 

Mrs.  Henry  W.  Peabody, 
George  Wharton  Pepper, 
Paul  de  Schweinitz, 
Egbert  W.  Smith, 

Charles  R.  Watson, 

L.  B.  Wolf, 

James  Wood, 

James  L.  Barton,  Chairman. 
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ADDENDUM.  —  The  following  statement  was  received  too  late  for 
incorporation  in  the  Home  Base  Section  of  the  Pre  Conference  Report 
of  the  Committee  of  Reference  and  Counsel. 


Survey  of  the  Home  Activities  of  the  Canadian  Boards 

By  A.  E.  Armstrong 

In  Canada  the  war  naturally  occupies  first  place  in  the  thoughts  of  the 
people.  Not  that  the  Christian  war  is  regarded  by  Christian  people  as 
secondary  to  the  European  war.  Canadians  are  not  ignorant  of  the  fact 
that  there  is  no  Christian  nation  yet,  nor  of  the  fact  that  there  would  be 
no  war  possible  among  Christians  in  the  twentieth  century  of  the 
Christian  era  if  the  Christian  Church  had  been  true  during  the  past  fifty 
years  to  her  sacred  traditions,  and  wonderful  opportunities  for  spreading 
the  Christian  spirit  and  message. 

Hence  no  new  effort  is  being  undertaken  in  the  foreign  fields.  The 
Canadian  Churches  are  content  to  “hold  the  line” — a  message  from  the 
Canadians  in  the  Battle  of  Ypres.  They  are  endeavoring  to  emulate  the 
Churches  of  the  motherland  which  have  not  curtailed  their  missionary 
work  in  spite  of  the  vast  efforts  they  are  making  in  the  war,  but  on  the 
other  hand,  have  cleared  off  deficits,  maintained  their  missionaries  on 
the  fields  (except  such  as  have  gone  on  military  duty)  and  in  nearly 
every  case  report  surpluses  at  the  end  of  the  last  fiscal  year. 

One  Canadian  Church  reports  :  “We  made  all  our  appropriations  and 
decreased  the  deficit  from  $16,390  to  $11,687.”  Another  reports  a  large 
increase  and  the  launching  of  a  special  campaign  to  raise  $25,000  to 
equip  an  Institute  in  Africa.  A  third  states  that  in  1914  they  had  the 
most  satisfactory  advance  in  income  in  their  history  ;  that  1915  was 
nearly  as  good,  and  present  indications  point  to  advance  in  1916  over 
1915.  One  of  the  largest  boards  reports  a  slight  falling  off  in  revenue, 
in  1915,  but  expects  an  increase  in  1916. 

The  only  church  announcing  a  big  campaign  is  the  Methodist,  whose 
missionary  Society  plans  to  spend  a  year  in  organizing  for  a  month’s 
campaign  beginning  October  15th,  1917,  with  a  financial  objective  for 
the  year,  ending  June,  1918,  of  $800,000  for  Missions,  Home  and 
Foreign,  an  advance  of  considerably  more  than  $100,000  over  the  gifts 
of  the  last  year.  They  believe  in  taking  advantage  of  the  sobering 
effect  of  the  war  to  stress  upon  their  people  the  call  of  God  to  sacrificial 
service.  In  fact  the  Canadian  churches  confidently  believe  that  the 
giving  of  tens  of  millions  of  dollars  to  Red  Cross,  patriotic  and  various 
war  relief  funds,  apart  from  the  cost  of  maintaining  and  munitioning 
upwards  of  400,000  soldiers,  will  not  fail  to  produce  a  much  greater 
liberality  to  the  cause,  of  Christian  Missions  when  the  dawn  of  peace 
makes  necessary  an  advance  all  along  the  line  in  the  endeavor  to  extend 
the  Master’s  Kingdom. 


ERRATUM.  —  On  the  last  Page  of  the  Report,  the  total  amount 
received  toward  the  relief  of  Continental  Missions  Should  be  $16,100 
and  the  amount  expended  torvard  German  Missions  in  fndia,  $4,000. 


* 


